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incredibly intelligent. He is one of 
those people you realize how smart he 
is not because of how much he says but 
actually sometimes how little he says, 
meaning he can express thoughts and 
concepts so cogently, and that takes a 
very sharp mind to actually say some-
thing profound with a minimum num-
ber of words and not in a long and ram-
bling speech. He has common sense 
that sometimes you don’t realize until 
you work with him a little bit and just 
listen to him a little bit. 

He has played a prominent role as a 
member of our leadership team. I 
worked with him on Appropriations as 
well, on the Appropriations Committee 
with our able chairman, as I mentioned 
earlier. But invariably what I found is 
that when you talk to Senator ROY 
BLUNT, if what you are talking about 
makes common sense—common sense— 
he is almost always there. 

He is one of the most pragmatic, 
well-reasoned, thoughtful Senators we 
have. Again, in a way, he is a master of 
the understatement, where, like I say, 
in just a few words or a cogent 
thought, he can get to the heart of the 
issues. 

I want to go through just one story 
about him before I yield the floor. 
When I first came in as a Senator in 
2011, after having worked as Governor 
for our State of North Dakota, for the 
prior decade, one of the things that im-
mediately came up when I met ROY 
BLUNT and talked to him about issues 
is the Missouri River. North Dakota is 
on the north end and, obviously, Mis-
souri is on the south end and we have 
some different ideas about how the 
waters of the Missouri River should be 
managed and utilized for the great peo-
ple of our respective States and all the 
people in between. 

As they used to say in the West and 
probably still do: Whiskey is for drink-
ing, and water is for fighting. 

And we battled on every imaginable 
issue that you can think of on the Mis-
souri River. Senator Kit Bond, a 
former Senator from Missouri, and our 
Senators were at loggerheads all the 
time on water issues relative to the 
great Missouri River. 

So right off the bat, actually, Sen-
ator BLUNT sought me out and said: 
You know, our predecessors did noth-
ing but fight on the Missouri River. 
Let’s see if we can’t figure out a way 
where we can work together. 

And I said: Gee, that sounds good to 
me. 

So the first thing we did is we set up 
a trip. We started at the north end. We 
actually started at Fort Peck in Mon-
tana and went all the way, starting at 
the north end all the way down—from 
the northwest all the way down to the 
southeast end of the river and ended up 
in St. Louis, MO. We stopped all along 
the way at all the dams and reservoirs 
and every place of significance and 
talked about the issues, tried to under-
stand what everybody needed. 

I have to say, over the last 12 years, 
I am not sure we agreed on every as-

pect of managing the Missouri River 
but the vast, vast majority—I think 
both of our States and the States in be-
tween have benefited from that. We 
have been able to do, I think, some re-
markable things with the Corps of En-
gineers because we took that approach 
to see if we couldn’t figure out how to 
work together on something of tremen-
dous consequence not only for both of 
our respective States but for the coun-
try. That is the kind of leadership and 
that is the kind of common sense and 
wisdom that ROY BLUNT brought to 
this job every day. 

So to Roy and to Abby, friends of 
Mikey and I, we will truly miss—our 
conference will truly miss and our in-
stitution will miss Senator JIM INHOFE 
and Senator ROY BLUNT, and we are 
going to miss the chairman, too, but I 
will talk about him on another occa-
sion. 

I yield the floor. 
NOMINATION OF FRANCES KAY BEHM 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today, 
the Senate will vote to confirm Judge 
Frances Kay Behm to the U.S. District 
Court for the Eastern District of Michi-
gan. She is a highly experienced jurist 
who will serve with distinction on the 
Federal bench. Judge Behm graduated 
summa cum laude from Albion College 
and earned her J.D. from the Univer-
sity of Michigan Law School. After law 
school, she spent more than a decade in 
private practice, representing a broad 
range of clients in business litigation, 
transactional matters, and probate 
proceedings, as well as preparing estate 
planning documents. 

In 2009, then-Governor Jennifer 
Granholm appointed Judge Behm to 
serve as a judge for the Genesee Coun-
ty, MI, circuit and probate courts. On 
the bench, she has presided over a wide 
range of cases—including criminal, 
civil, juvenile, and probate matters. As 
a family court judge, Judge Behm has 
presided over approximately 1,600 
bench trials and three jury trials. 
Since 2019, she has presided over 16 
bench trials and 18 jury trials on the 
general/civil/criminal division/business 
court. 

Judge Behm has the strong support 
of her home State Senators, Ms. STA-
BENOW and Mr. PETERS. In addition, she 
received a unanimous rating of ‘‘well 
qualified’’ from the American Bar As-
sociation. I am proud to support Judge 
Behm’s nomination, and I urge my col-
leagues to do so as well. 

NOMINATION OF KELLEY BRISBON HODGE 
Mr. President, today, the Senate will 

vote to confirm another highly quali-
fied judicial nominee: Kelley Hodge to 
the U.S. District Court for the Eastern 
District of Pennsylvania. 

A graduate of the University of Vir-
ginia and the University of Richmond 
T.C. Williams School of Law, Ms. 
Hodge has a range of legal experience 
that will serve her well as a judge. Ms. 
Hodge has worked in the courtroom as 
both a public defender in Richmond, 
VA, and as a prosecutor in the district 
attorney’s office in Philadelphia, PA. 

And in 2017, she became the first Afri-
can-American woman to serve as the 
district attorney for the city of Phila-
delphia. In addition, Ms. Hodge is an 
expert in juvenile justice and edu-
cation policy, having served as the Safe 
Schools Advocate for the city of Phila-
delphia, acting director of the Pennsyl-
vania Office of Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention, and the first 
full-time title IX coordinator for the 
University of Virginia. 

Since returning to private practice, 
Ms. Hodge has advised clients on dis-
crimination and harassment matters, 
government compliance, and internal 
investigations. Moreover, she has 
served as an adjudicator for various 
colleges and universities in administra-
tive proceedings involving title IX or 
violations of student codes of conduct. 

Given her courtroom and adjudica-
tion experience, it is no surprise that 
the American Bar Association rated 
Ms. Hodge as unanimously ‘‘well quali-
fied.’’ In addition, she enjoys the 
strong, bipartisan support of Senators 
Casey and Toomey. 

I support this highly qualified nomi-
nee, and I urge my colleagues to do so 
as well. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan. 

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that my floor 
statement on the judge we are about to 
vote on be completed before the vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Ms. STABENOW. Having listened al-
ready to speak about Senator BLUNT, I 
also want to say my thanks and best 
wishes to Senator INHOFE and Senator 
SHELBY. I had an opportunity in the 
EPW Committee to speak more about 
my work with Senator INHOFE, but to 
both of you, we deeply appreciate your 
service to our country. 

NOMINATION OF FRANCES KAY BEHM 
Mr. President, I rise today in strong 

support of Judge F. Kay Behm, who 
President Biden nominated to serve on 
the United States District Court for 
the Eastern District of Michigan. 
Judge Behm represents the very best of 
Michigan. 

She and her four siblings grew up on 
a dairy farm in Alma, milking cows 
and bailing hay and driving tractors 
and doing all of the other tasks that 
life on a farm demands. During the 
1980’s farm crisis, her parents nearly 
lost their farm. 

That experience changed Judge Behm 
forever. It led her to pursue degrees in 
business and law so that she could help 
other Michigan families. 

She graduated from Alma College 
and the University of Michigan Law 
School. She worked in private practice 
for 15 years. In 2009, she was appointed 
as a trial judge in Genesee County by 
Gov. Jennifer Granholm. 

During her time as a judge, she has 
never forgotten her humble roots, and 
she has worked hard to ensure that ev-
eryone who appears before her is truly 
seen and heard. As a judge on the Gen-
esee County circuit and probate courts, 
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